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June 2019 – June 2020 

The Education & Program Committee continued to uphold its mission of providing educational 

opportunities and technical programs to the members of the Section.  The committee is currently co-

chaired by Peter Grabowski and Steve Rupar.  From June 2019 to June 2020, the committee expanded to 

16 members with many active participants at in-person and virtual meetings. 

The Education & Program Committee continued to work collaboratively with the New England Water 

Works Association (NEWWA) to deliver technical courses for the Spring (typically February through June) 

and Fall (typically September through January).  The NEWWA conducts a minimum of 10 courses 

throughout a given year, with some courses being offered through a virtual platform due to the COVID-

19 pandemic.  The committee also worked with the Department of Public Health (DPH) to obtain the 

necessary contact hour approvals for the various technical programs that were offered.  The committee 

continues to coordinate with the DPH on virtual course requirements due to the current pandemic.    

The Education & Program Committee’s activities during the course of the year included the following: 

• Conducted training program titled “Using Drones to Improve Safety, Security, & Water Quality in 

Your System” – September 12, 2019 at the Bristol Water Treatment Plant; recipient of the AWWA 

Section Education Award. 

• Conducted meeting on September 13, 2019 at the Bristol Water Treatment Plant for planning and 

coordinating the Spring classes for contact hours and professional development in both 

distribution and treatment. 

• Organized training program titled “Optimizing Performance & Accessing Funding to Improve Small 

Systems” – October 3, 2019 at RWA Headquarters (Small Systems Workshop, funded by USDA). 

• Organized training program titled “CTAWWA/RCAP-Achieve and Maintain Compliance with 

SDWA” – October 17, 2019 at the MDC Training Facility (Free RCAP/AWWA Workshop). 

• Changed co-chair position to Steve Rupar in October 2019 since Scott Bonett stepped down due 

to other section commitments. 

• Assisted with the 6th Annual Water Quality & Treatment Symposium - November 21, 2019 at the 

Norwich Inn & Spa. 

• Conducted coordination meeting on December 13, 2019 at the Bristol Water Treatment Plant to 

review the committee member list, discuss ATCAVE technical presentations (February 25, 2020), 

discuss CT Section Training Seminars, review upcoming NEWWA courses, and discuss the Annual 

Conference (May 20-22, 2020). 

• Solicited abstracts, reviewed submitted abstracts, and assisted with program development for the 

technical program for the Annual Technical Conference and Vendor Expo (ATCAVE) in February 

2020; assisted with moderating the technical sessions. 

• Developed an abstract submission template for CT Section AWWA events. 
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• Assisted with planning the Annual Joint CT Section AWWA/CWWA conference in May; conference 

canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Organized and scheduled the first water/wastewater training class - Nutrient Removal at 

Wastewater Treatment Plants; training course postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Updated the member list for the Education and Program Committee as well as provided an 

updated responsibility summary and activity schedule (e.g., meetings and conference call 

summary) on May 10, 2020. 

• Received and reviewed the following CT DPH information on June 10, 2020: 

o Draft  - Live Internet Instructor Lead (LIIL) Course  – Drinking Water System Operator, 

which described the LIIL course training methodology and application process 

o Draft – Application for Course Approval for LIIL (previously approved classroom training) 

• Conducted a virtual meeting on June 11, 2020 with 16 participants.  The topics included the 

following: 

o Brief presentation on the Live Internet Instructor Lead (LIIL) Course training process 

o Overview of Virtual Training Platforms 

o Committed to providing a virtual training class and potentially conducting virtual 1-hour 

training sessions from previous technical conferences 

• Continued to recruit new members to the committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Peter J. Grabowski, Co-Chair 

Education & Program Committee 
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